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Some definitions  
 
◦ Early-onset sepsis – an episode of sepsis where the initial symptoms occurred within the first 48 hours after 

birth (i.e. 0 - 47 hours) 

◦ Late-Onset Sepsis – an episode of sepsis where the initial symptoms occurred in babies aged >48 hours 

   

◦ Episodes of sepsis caused by the same organism at least 14 days apart are considered separate 

episodes of sepsis 

◦ CLABSI – central-line associated blood stream infection - positive blood culture in patients with central 

lines where the infection is attributed to the central line and not another source (e.g. pneumonia) 

◦ Non-CLABSI – an episode of infection in a patient without an indwelling central line 

◦ Culture positive sepsis versus culture negative sepsis  
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Staphylococcus aureus bacteraemia in NICU 2015 - 2020 



KEY 

CHALLENGES 

• INCREASE IN 

STAPHYLOCOCCUS 

AUREUS INFECTION RATE 

• INCREASE IN CENTRAL LINE 

ASSOCIATED 

BACTERAEMIA (CLABSI) 

• Extreme prematurity (<28 

weeks GA) seems to be 

the biggest underlying risk 

factor   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.biomerieux-industry.com/pharma-healthcare/resources/pharma-microorganisms-library/2020-03-02-prevention-and-control&psig=AOvVaw23A5s2NHdXK6HsSEHNW9Q6&ust=1606334648258000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCZw4f9m-0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


ACTIONS 



ACTIONS TO DATE 

◦ Hand hygiene team in NICU 

◦ CLAB team (2015) 

◦ CLAB Bundle 

◦ CLABSI ‘tracker’ in workroom 

◦ Audits 

◦ Use of alcohol caps 

◦ Minimise duration of long-line use – stop TPN when >120 ml/kg enteral feeds  

◦ Change IV medications to oral as soon as tolerated 

◦ Review of sepsis episodes 

 

 

 



Future Plans - BACK TO BASIC  

HAND HYGIENE ENVIRONMENT 
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Number of times line accessed 
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WHAT BARRIERS DO 
WE PERCEIVE?  



MULTIFACTORIAL 

◦Culture 

◦COVID-19 Pandemic 

◦Resources (Auditors for hand hygiene and CLAB 

maintenance)  

◦Communication 

 



QUESTIONS/COMMENTS
? 


