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Effects of Hypothermia

Laptook AR, Salhab W, Bhaskar B. Admission temperature of low birth weight infants: predictors and associated
morbidities. Pediatrics. 2007;119: e643–649.



Problem : Hypothermia On Admission

.

Theatre/ Birthing Unit
Temperature

Definition: over 30% of all babies admitted to NICU have a temperature of <36.5C
Average 50% from Theatre, 20% from Birthing Unit, remainder from ward or external sources

Aim Key Drivers Intervention Barriers

Reduce the
number of
babies with
admission
temperature
of <36.5 to
<10% of all
admissions

Not using warm bedding

Appropriate use of neowrap

Deferred cord clamping

Not keeping incubator warm

Theatre/ Birthing Unit 
pre-warmed to 25 degrees

Use of warm bedding

Neowrap used for all 
babies <32weeks/ <1500g

Use of neowrap or drying 
and wrapping during DCC

Incubator pre-warmed
 and plugged in throughout

Time during emergency
Non compliance/ education

Lack of available power
points

Lack of available gas ports 

Appropriate use of
humidified neopuff

Use of humidified neopuff
for babies <28weeks or

1000g

Education (availability)
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Flowchart 

Pre-delivery. At delivery. 

Post delivery
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Quality Improvement
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